Physician Assistant Program Admission Requirements – 

Last updated on 2/23/16
(Information taken directly from school websites. Always check school websites to verify requirements, as requirements can change from year to year).
*Programs in PA that only allow entrance as a freshman are not included below. 

	
	Pennsylvania

	
	Arcadia University

(Glenside)
	Chatham University
(Pittsburgh)
	DeSales University

(Allentown)
	Drexel University

(Philadelphia)

	Anatomy and Physiology
	8 credits
	8 credits
	2 courses
	8 credits

	General Biology
	
	8 credits
	1 course
	8 credits

	Microbiology
	4 credits
	8 credits
	1 course
	3-4 credits

	Genetics
	
	Recommended
	
	3-4 credits

	Nutrition
	
	Recommended
	
	Recommended 

	Other Biology
	
	
	
	

	General Chemistry
	8 credits
	8 credits
	1 course
	4 credits

	Organic Chemistry
	4 credits
	
	1 course
	Recommended

	Biochemistry
	Recommended
	
	
	

	General physics
	
	
	
	

	Statistics
	1 course
	Recommended
	1 course
	Recommended

	Mathematics
	
	
	
	

	Medical Terminology
	
	1 course
	
	1-3 credits

	Introductory psychology
	1 course
	1 course
	1 course
	1 course in Intro, Abnormal, or Developmental


	Abnormal Psychology
	
	
	
	

	Developmental Psychology
	
	Recommended
	
	

	Sociology
	
	
	
	Recommended

	English composition
	
	1 course
	2 courses (or 2 writing intensive courses)
	

	Other
	Additional 2 courses in biological sciences required (biochemistry recommended to be one of them)

	Grade of ‘B’ or better is required for all prerequisites 
	
	100 hours of volunteering recommended 

	Minimum GPA required
	3.0
	3.25 or higher overall

3.25 or higher science
	3.0 or higher overall
3.0 or higher in science
	3.0+ overall

3.0+ in science

3.0+ in non-science

	Entrance Exam:
	GRE or MCAT
	GRE
	GRE
	None

	Hours of Patient Care Experience:
	200 minimum
	Recommended but not required
	500 minimum
	500 minimum

	Application through

www.caspaonline.org
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Web address
	https://www.arcadia.edu/college-health-sciences/departments-faculty/physician-assistant
	http://www.chatham.edu/mpas/
	http://www.desales.edu/home/academics/graduate-studies/programs-of-study/mspas---physician-assistant
	http://drexel.edu/cnhp/academics/departments/Physician-Assistant/


	
	Pennsylvania

	
	King’s College 

(Wilkes-Barre)
	Lock Haven University 
	Marywood University
(Scranton)
	Mercyhurst University
(Erie)

	Anatomy and Physiology
	8 credits
	2 courses
	8 credits
	8 credits

	General Biology
	8 credits
	2 courses
	8 credits
	8 credits

	Microbiology
	4 credits
	1 course
	4 credits
	4 credits

	Genetics
	
	1 course
	
	3 credits

	Nutrition
	
	
	
	3 credits

	Other Biology
	
	
	
	

	General Chemistry
	8 credits
	2 courses
	
	8 credits

	Organic Chemistry
	
	Recommended
	8 credits
	4 credits

	Biochemistry
	
	Recommended 
	
	4 credits

	General physics
	
	Recommended
	
	

	Statistics
	
	1 course
	
	3 credits

	Mathematics
	
	
	
	

	Medical Terminology
	
	
	1 course
	2-3 credits

	Introductory psychology
	
	Recommended
	
	3 credits

	Abnormal Psychology
	
	
	
	

	Developmental Psychology
	
	Recommended
	
	

	Sociology
	
	Recommended
	
	3 credits

	English composition
	
	
	
	

	Other
	No prerequisite grade of less than a C-
	Grade of ‘B’ or better is required for all prerequisites 
	
	Grade of ‘C’ or better is required for all prerequisites

	Minimum GPA required
	3.2+ overall
3.2+ science
	3.00+ overall


	3.0+ overall
3.0+ science
	3.2+ overall
3.2+ prerequisite

	Entrance Exam:
	none
	GRE
	GRE
	GRE

	Hours of Patient Care Experience:
	500 minimum
	Recommended but not required
	500 minimum
	200 minimum

	Application through

www.caspaonline.org
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Web address
	http://www.kings.edu/academics/undergraduate_majors/physicianassistant/graduate_admission
	http://portal.lhup.edu/PA/DesktopDefault.aspx?pid=18&tabid=0
	http://www.marywood.edu/pa-program/requirements.html
	http://www.mercyhurst.edu/academics/graduate-programs/physician-assistant-studies-program


	
	Pennsylvania

	
	Misericordia University
	Penn State University

(Hershey)
	Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine  
	Philadelphia University 

	Anatomy and Physiology
	2 courses
	2 courses
	8 credits
	8 credits

	General Biology
	2 courses
	1 course
	8 credits
	8 credits

	Microbiology
	1 course
	1 course
	
	4 credits

	Genetics
	
	
	
	Recommended

	Nutrition
	
	
	
	

	Other Biology
	
	
	
	

	General Chemistry
	2 courses
	1 course
	8 credits
	8 credits

	Organic Chemistry
	2 courses
	1 course (OR 1 course in biochemistry)
	3 credits (OR 3 credits of biochemistry)
	Recommended

	Biochemistry
	
	1 course (OR 1 course in organic chemistry)
	3 credits (OR 3 credits of organic chemistry)
	Recommended

	General physics
	
	
	
	

	Statistics
	
	1 course
	
	

	Mathematics
	
	
	6 credits (statistics is acceptable)
	3 credits

	Medical Terminology
	
	
	
	1 credit minimum 

	Introductory psychology
	
	1 course
	
	3 credits

	Abnormal Psychology
	
	
	
	Recommended

	Developmental Psychology
	
	
	
	Recommended

	Sociology
	
	
	
	

	English composition
	
	2 course (or 2 writing intensive courses)
	
	3 credits

	Other
	3 additional electives that must be in either psychology, biology, chemistry, or biochemistry
	
	3 credits of other bio coursework,
9 credits of social sciences, 

3 credits of health related science

(see website for more clarification)
	

	Minimum GPA required
	3.0+ in science

3.0+ overall

3.0+ in prerequisites
	3.0+ overall

3.0+ science 
	3.0+ overall
3.0+ science 

grade of ‘C’ or better in all prereq’s
	3.25+ overall
3.25+ science

	Entrance Exam:
	GRE
	GRE or MCAT
	None
	None

	Hours of Patient Care Experience:
	None required
	500 minimum 
	200 minimum
	200 minimum 

	Application through

www.caspaonline.org
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Web address
	http://www.misericordia.edu/page.cfm?p=1287
	http://www.pennstatehershey.org/web/educationalaffairs/paprogram/prospectivestudents
	http://www.pcom.edu/admissions/apply/physician-assistant.html
	http://www.philau.edu/paprogram/gradEntry/prereqinfo.html


	
	Pennsylvania

	
	Saint Francis University (Loretta)
	Salus University (Elkins Park)
	Seton Hill University
	Slippery Rock University

	Anatomy and Physiology
	8 credits
	8 credits
	8 credits
	8 credits

	General Biology
	
	8 credits
	
	4 credits

	Microbiology
	4 credits
	3 credits (4 is recommended)
	4 credits
	4 credits

	Genetics
	
	Recommended
	
	3 credits (4 recommended)

	Nutrition
	
	
	
	

	Other Biology
	
	
	
	

	General Chemistry
	8 credits
	8 credits
	8 credits
	8 credits

	Organic Chemistry
	
	3 credits (4 is recommended)
	 8 credits
	3 credits (4 recommended)

	Biochemistry
	
	Recommended
	3 credits
	

	General physics
	
	
	
	

	Statistics
	1 course (OR upper level math)
	3 credits
	1 course
	3 credits

	Mathematics
	1 upper level course (OR statistics)
	
	
	

	Medical Terminology
	
	1 credit minimum
	1 course
	1 credit minimum

	Introductory psychology
	
	3 credits
	
	3 credits

	Abnormal Psychology
	
	Recommended
	1 course (OR developmental psych)
	

	Developmental Psychology
	
	Recommended
	1 course (OR abnormal psych)
	

	Sociology
	
	
	
	

	English composition
	
	3 credits
	
	6 credits

	Other
	
	
	
	one upper-level biology or biochemistry course with or without lab

	Minimum GPA required
	3.4+ overall recommended
3.4+ science recommended

Minimum of ‘B’ in all prereq’s
	3.0+ overall recommended

3.0+ science recommended

Minimum of ‘C’ in all prereq’s
	3.2+ overall
3.2+ prerequisite
	3.25+ overall

3.25+ science

3.25+ prerequisite 

Minimum of ‘B’ in all biology and chemistry prereq’s

	Entrance Exam:
	None
	GRE
	None
	None

	Hours of Patient Care Experience:
	100 minimum (40 hours must be from shadowing a PA)
	300 minimum
20 hours of shadowing a PA required
	300 minimum
12 hours shadowing a PA required (3 different 4 hour experiences)
	100 hours volunteering (non-healthcare)
40 hours clinical (including 16 hours of shadowing 2 different PA’s)

	Application through

www.caspaonline.org
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Web address
	https://francis.edu/pa-graduate-admissions/
	http://www.salus.edu/Colleges/Health-Sciences/Physician-Assistant.aspx
	https://www.setonhill.edu/academics/graduate-programs/physician-assistant-ms/
	http://www.sru.edu/academics/graduate-programs/physician-assistant-studies-master-of-science


	
	Pennsylvania

	
	Temple University (Philadelphia)
	Thomas Jefferson University (Philadelphia)
	University of Pittsburgh 
	University of the Sciences (Philadelphia)

	Anatomy and Physiology
	8 credits
	8 credits
	8 credits
	6 credits

	General Biology
	8 credits
	8 credits
	8 credits
	8 credits

	Microbiology
	
	4 credits
	4 credits
	4 credits

	Genetics
	
	Recommended
	
	

	Nutrition
	
	
	Recommended
	

	Other Biology
	
	
	
	

	General Chemistry
	8 credits
	8 credits
	8 credits
	4 credits

	Organic Chemistry
	4 credits
	Recommended
	4 credits
	4 credits (OR 4 credits of biochemistry)

	Biochemistry
	
	Recommended
	Recommended
	4 credits (OR 4 credits of organic chemistry)

	General physics
	
	Recommended
	
	

	Statistics
	2 credits (not business)
	3 credits
	1 course
	3 credits (not business)

	Mathematics
	
	
	
	

	Medical Terminology
	
	Recommended
	Calculus is recommended
	

	Introductory psychology
	3 credits in psych
	3 credits
	1 course
	3 credits

	Abnormal Psychology
	
	
	1 upper level psych course required (these courses are both acceptable)
	

	Developmental Psychology
	
	
	
	

	Sociology
	
	
	
	

	English composition
	
	
	2 courses
	

	Other
	Humanities: 3 credits
2 of the following: Genetics, Molecular Biology, Immunology, Microbiology, Cell Biology 
	
	BLS CPR from AHA required
Shadowing highly recommended


	

	Minimum GPA required
	3.0+ overall

Minimum of ‘C’ in all prereq’s
	3.0+ overall
3.0+ science

‘B’ recommended in all prereq’s
	3.0+ overall
3.0+ in science prereq’s
	3.2+ overall recommended
3.2+ science recommended

‘C’ minimum in all prereq’s

	Entrance Exam:
	GRE or MCAT
	None
	GRE
	None

	Hours of Patient Care Experience:
	400 minimum recommended (100 of shadowing and 200 of patient care experience recommended)
50 hours of volunteer work recommended
	None required, though recommended 
	500 minimum
	400 minimum

	Application through

www.caspaonline.org
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Web address
	https://medicine.temple.edu/education/physician-assistant-program/admissions
	http://www.jefferson.edu/university/health-professions/departments/physician-assistant-studies.html
	https://www.shrs.pitt.edu/PA/PAProgram.aspx?id=755
	http://www.physicianassistant.usciences.edu/physician-assistant-studies/graduate-professional-physician-assistant-program


